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The Effectiveness of Teaching Mathematics Using ldeas Gardens

Strategy in Lateral Thinking Skills of Prep Stage Pupils

Abstract

The current research aims to identify the effectiveness of the Idea
Gardens strategy in developing lateral thinking skills among preparatory
stage students. To achieve the research goal, the researcher used the
experimental method. The study sample consisted of (80) first-year
preparatory students from the Preparatory Girls School affiliated with the
Directorate of Education in Dakahlia Governorate. The sample was
divided into: an experimental group of (40) students who were taught the
"Geometry and Measurement™ unit using the Idea Gardens strategy, and
a control group of (40) students who were taught the same content using
traditional methods. The research tool was a lateral thinking test
prepared by the researcher. The research results revealed statistically
significant differences at the significance level (o = 0.01) between the
mean scores of the experimental group students and their counterparts in
the control group in the post-application of the lateral thinking skills test,
in favor of the experimental group students. The research concluded that
the ldea Gardens strategy is effective in developing lateral thinking skills
among first-year preparatory students. Based on the results, the
researcher recommends the necessity of training mathematics teachers to
employ the Idea Gardens strategy in teaching mathematics curricula for
all different educational stages.

Keywords: Idea Gardens strategy, lateral thinking, Prep Stage Pupils.
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