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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the concept of self-learning and its importance in light
of the digital gap, to identify the intellectual framework for the principle of self-
learning in Islamic education, and to clarify the concept of the digital gap and its
challenges in the educational environment. Then the study revealed the contemporary
educational applications to promote the principle of self-learning in school in light of
the digital gap. The study employed the descriptive method (documentary and
analytical). Some of the most prominent results that the study found are as follows:
Self-learning is a flexible and an ongoing lifelong learning pattern, in which the
learner teaches himself in accordance with his needs, trends and abilities, in order to
acquire a certain amount of knowledge and skills, enabling him to face the
challenges of the digital gap without total dependence on the teacher. Islamic
education is comprehensive and integrated in its principles, and it is a source of
science and knowledge. The philosophy of self-learning in Islamic education is based
on the principle that man is responsible for teaching himself on his own, considering
that he is an educated being bestowed by Allah with the abilities and willingness to
learn and work in a way that fulfills his self for the good of this world and the
Hereafter, and that there is a relationship between the principle of self-learning and
reducing the digital gap. In light of the increasing technical challenges and scientific
development, learners need to keep pace with these changes by developing their
skills and abilities themselves. Also, the digital gap is the difference created by
modern technology and its various techniques between students who possess digital
skills and those who do not. This emerging gap has repercussions on the education
system. Accordingly, the current study presented a set of contemporary educational
applications that emphasize the role of the principle of self-learning in facing the
challenges of knowledge explosion, represented in the elements of the educational
process: educational administration and policies, curricula and teaching methods, the
teacher, and the learner. The study recommends the importance of disseminating a
culture of self-learning among those working in the educational field on a large scale,
and utilizing the educational applications proposed in this study to enhance the
principle of self-learning in educational institutions.

Keywords: Self-learning, Islamic education, educational applications, digital

gap.
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