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The linguistic challenges facing Saudi children in non-Arabic-
speaking from the point of view of their mothers.

Tala bint Abduliah bin Mohammed Al-Buami.
King Saud University — College of Education — Department of Early
Childhood Education.
Supervisor:
Dr. Monera bint Ahdullah Al-Mansour

This study aims to explore the linguistic challenges faced by Saudi
children raised in non-Arabic speaking environments, as perceived by
their mothers. It seeks to examine how these challenges affect children’s
pronunciation accuracy and verbal communication skills, while also
highlighting the vital role Saudi mothers play in supporting their
children’s language development. Using a qualitative case study
approach, the researcher conducted in-depth interviews with six Saudi
mothers residing in the Qassim region who have experienced life abroad
with their children in environments where Arabic is not the primary
language. Findings reveal that children returning from such contexts
encounter notable linguistic difficulties, including language interference,
code-switching, and confusion between languages, all of which impact
their articulation and hinder effective verbal expression. These
challenges were also found to negatively affect children’s self-
confidence and social engagement. The study underscores the significant
role of mothers in mitigating these effects and fostering their children’s
Arabic language skills. Based on the findings, the study offers several
recommendations: establishing supportive linguistic environments at
home and in schools to encourage daily Arabic use; implementing
language support programs that focus on improving pronunciation and
verbal interaction; enhancing curricula in international schools;
promoting interaction with Arabic-speaking peers; and leveraging
technology to facilitate Arabic learning. Furthermore, empowering
mothers with effective strategies to support their children linguistically,
and creating safe, Arabic-rich educational environments that encourage
self-expression and social interaction, is strongly advised .

Keywords: Linguistic challenges, Saudi children, non-Arabic
speaking environments, pronunciation, verbal communication.
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